
Burlington Walk-Bike Council Meeting Minutes 
January 26, 2017 

5:40-7:00pm 

 

Presiding: Erik Brown Brotz 

Minutes taken by: Sarah Goodrich 

Others present: Phil Hammerslough, Steve Norman, Stu Lindsay, Serrill Flash, Laura Jacobi (Old Spokes Home), Katelyn Brewer-

Collins (Local Motion) 

 

Agenda Item: What’s the appropriate role for BWBC? 
 We’ve had this conversation with the steering committee. We’re looking for more input. 

 Other local Bike-Ped organizations: 
o DPW does on the ground work 

o Local Motion 

o Bikable Burlington Now 

 What can BWBC do to help make Burlington more walkable and bikeable? 

 Steering committee ideas include 

o Combination of inspirational activities (film nights, speakers, discussion topics) 

o Pairing with actions here in Burlington when possible 

o Forum for info coming from DPW and a way to provide feedback to them 

 How to inspire participation? 

 New traffic engineer has been hired by DPW, named Philip. 

 Serrill: Focus on infrastructure, open to anyone interested, support local motion, natural place for people to come, been a 
regular for about 3 years since he retired. 

 Katelyn: BWBC is a place where local folks can show up and be involved. Local Motion wants a group like this in every 

community. Is there a place for an advisory committee that the City actually has to listen to? Some cities have that.  

 Phil: Will Flanders wrote up what it would take to become more official with the city, and BWBC members were 

overwhelmed. Should we approach the mayor and ask for support? 

 Erik: There are existing more formal advisory groups like the design advisory board, which supports the development review 

board (names and relationship corrected during notes preparation) 

 Katelyn: Every transportation project could go through the walk-bike advisory committee. This shows that the city takes this 

seriously. 

 Erik: We are an advisory group to DPW.  

 Phil: Some history: 1990s bike council; early 2000s walking work group; then they merged. 

 Katelyn: Burlington is a walkable city in terms of scale. It’s really bad for biking. 
 It would be good to have representatives from community stakeholders at BWBC meetings, but the meetings need to be 

worthwhile. 

 Open Streets needs a home. 

 Portland, OR has something like Local Motion as well as Shift, which is more about culture change (they do film by bike 

festival) 

 Serrill: Wants to reduce speed on the roads. All city employees should drive the limit. 

 Do both reviewing and advocating for walk-bike master plan as well as inspiration? Yes. 

o Decision: use alternating meetings.  Some months have presentations and discussions of on-the-ground plans and 

actions, like the walk-bike master plan and particular projects, to move the city forward.  Alternating months have 

more inspirational meetings like movies and street films, speakers, discussions, etc.  Start with update on walk-bike 

master plan and action plan for 2017 at February or March meeting, then continue with updates and discussions on 
particular projects every other month, giving feedback to DPW and keeping them accountable. 

 Best time for meetings? 7pm most common. 5:30 is convenient for us. We could do a Doodle poll.  

o Decision: Let’s keep the time as is for now. 

 Suggestion: Invite public works commissioners to a meeting. 


